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1 * A RME R, good-motrow. I find you | 
N have been early up, and diligently em- 
F ployed; Vour Cattle are fed, and Ser- 
NN vants at Work. I ſee Thriving i in the. 
World is a matter very near your Heart. 
H. Ay, Sir, all this is neceſſary. Meat and Cloaths 
muſt be provided; the Landlord's Rent mult be paid; 
and this requires much Care and Labour. 
. I would by no means diſcourage your Induſtry. -" 0 
It is your Duty to be no! Nothful in Bufinejs. But, you 
Know, you have another Calling beſide Huſbandry : 
The Soul muſt be fed and cloathed too. 
Hl. Doubtleſs the Soul ought to be minded in the firſt 
Place, for that is the chief Concern ; But, 1 hope, 1 do 
not neglect my Soul and the World-to come: I ſhould 
be ſorry you ſhould think me ſo bad a Man: 1 Beller e 
you have no Reaſon, 
M. No particular Reaſon to be ſuſpicious of you ra- 
ther than others. But when J look round, and obſerve 
the general unconcern about Salvation in which Men 
live, I am concerned for my Fellow-mortals : and with 
' Teſpe&t to you, who attend on my Miniſtry in particu- 
lar, I think myſelf obliged to admoniſh you of your 
Danger, that you may not die before you have obtain - 
ed Forgivneſs of your Sins through Faith inJesusCnrsT, 
and en Inberitance among them that are ſanctified. 
H. Lord! Sir, why ſhould you entertain ſuch un- 
charitable Thoughts of us? 
M. Do not ſo abuſe the Word Charity: It ſigniſies 
the ſame as Love. Now Love does not require that We 
think well of every body with or without Reaſon, but 
that we wiſh and intend well to every body. If I gave 
myſelf no Trouble about you, that is, if I was utterly 


ew, of Charity, "Ou VENT think me a very charitablg = [ 0 
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HF. But I wa you do not condemn us all; ſome of 
us indeed are wicked, ſwearing, drunken Men; but we 


are not all ſo, You know yourſelf that I live a ſober 
Life; maintain a good Character. I never hurted any 
Man in my Life, and pay every Man his Due. 


. And upon this you build your Hopes of Heaven? 
If this is your F oundation, I muſt plainly tell you, it 
will leave you hopeleſs in the Day of Trl, Let us 


examine it by the Word of God. 


75 


« You never did any Hurt to any Man.“ ' You mean, 


I ſuppoſe, you never robbed nor murdered any perſon : 
I do not think you have; but ſtill you have committed 
much Sin, and done much Hurt, nct only to others, 


Fut eſpecially to your own Soul, by great and number- 
leſs, nay daily Offences againſt the holy Law of Gop: 


_ Nay you have broken every one of his Commandments, 


I Who could give you ſuch an Account of me? 
NV. God in his Word, he declares that you and all Map- 


1 kind hate fined and come fhort of bis Glory, Rom. iii. 23. 


He therefore charges you with having broke every one 
of his Commandments. i: 
I. I never committed Lissa y, Murder, Adultery —= 

M Yes, all of them. Have you never loved any 
world' * Thing more than God and his Favour ? nor 
teared any Thing more than his Diſpleaſure, ſo as to 


cole a known Duty rather than draw upon yourſelf 


ſome temporal Inconvenience? This was a Breach of 
the Firf Commandment. The Second Commandment 


reſpects the Manner of expreſſing the Devotion of the 
Heart ; and therefore whatever in your Service has been 
unbecoming, ſuch as wandering Thoughts, Careleſſneſs 


nd Irrevcrence, as well as ung Images, is a Breach of 
this Commandment: fo is alſo neglect of God's Service, 


And here you will not pretend, I ſuppoſe, to be Not 


Guilty. Conſequently, the belt T hings you ever did, be- 


ing done in this manner deſerves rather to be reckoned 
among your Sins, than truſted to for Juſtification before 


Gop, But a few Minutes ago, in my Hearing, you 
took the Lord's Name in vain, uſing it needleſsly, and 


. . an awful Senſe of His e of whom you 
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Tpake. You have done the ſame perhaps ten thouſand 
times jn your Life. This is a Breach of the 75ird Com- 
mandment. Whenever you have negleQed to attend on 
 Gov's Worſhip on the $445ath without a neceſſary Hin- 
drance ; ſuffered worldly Thoughts to unfit you for 


Gop's Service; dope worldly Buſineſs on that Day that 
might be done on another, and neglected to devote the 
Whole to Gor, by Reading, Hearing, Prayer, Medila- 
tion, and uſefut Converſation, - you have profaned the 


Lokp's Day. The Subſtance of theſe Commandments, 


is, Thou ſhalt love the Log D thy Gop with all thy Heart: 
But you have come ſhort of this whenever you have not 


acted to the Glery of Gop. Now what think you of 
_ . Your innocence with reſpect to the Duties of the Firlt 


Table? 


H. I cannot pretend to juſtify myſelf with x eſpect to 


Goo; but I am ſure I have done no Hurt to Man. 


M. Vou would not ſay ſo, if you underſtood the 


ſpirituality and extent of Gop's Commandments, as ex- 
plained by our Lon p in his Serazton on the Mount. There 
vou find that Concupiſcencè in the Eye or Heart is eſteem- 


ed Adultery in the ſight of Gop ! and cauſeleſs Auger, 
and eſpecially injurious Language, is accounted a De- 
gree of Murder: And who can acquit himſelf of theſe ?_ 


If you take the ſame Method to underſtand the other 
Commandments, all Parts of your Behaviour that are 


unſuitable to the Station in which Providence hath. 
placed you, all [rreverence and proud cenſuring of your 
 Superiors; and all unkind and injurious treatment of thoſe 
that are S2ne4t5 you, will appear to be breaches of the 
Vi Commandment, All e, Speaking, raſh Cenſuringę, 


and repeating of Stories injurious to the Characters of o- 
thers, are contrary to the Ninth: And all Marmaring and 


Diſcontent, Envy and Greedine/5, are fins forbidden by 


the Tepth. nf 1 15 
H. Then it ſeems there is but one Commandment a- 
gainſt which I have not ſinned. V2 8 


M. If you rightly knew yourſelf and the Law of 


Gon, you would not acquit yourſelf of that neither. 
De not offended, I ſpeak o 


ww A 3 not 


ut of Love to your Soul. Ido 


1 ? 
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not think you a Thief or a Robber: Yet, have yon 
never concealed the Faults and bad Properties of what 
you ſold, when you knew that Ignorance of theſe Faults 
Was the very Thing that induced the Perſon to buy? 
Nay, have you not often recommended your Goods in 
ſuch general terms, as were inconſiſtent with ſtrict Truth? 
_ + Jave you not cruelly taken Advantage of the Neceſſity 
of a needy ſeller, and beat down his Ware much below 
its real Value? 'Vheſe will certainly witneſs againſt you. 
H. Why, Sir, after this Rate you condemn all the 
World. According to your Account, there is not a 
good Man upon Earth. 33% LT EST OY Murs 
NM. It is not my Account but the Scripture Account: 
Dere is none that doth Good, no not one, Rom. iii. 12, 
IH. I am glad then you do not think me worſe than my 
Neighbours. I hope I ſhall do as well as others, for 
— all are Sinners. l 1 SIS 
MM. Therefore you think you need not be greatly trou- 
bled, if you are ſo too ; but hope to paſs in the Crowd. 
Does not ſome ſuch thought as that lurk at the Bottom? 
But what ſignify Numbers with Gop, whoſe all-ſearch- 
ing Eye no Man can lie concealed from, and whoſe Arm 
none can reſiſt or eſcape? Had you lived in Sadem or 
the old World, this ſame Thought might have lulled 
you aſleep in the prevailing Abominations, but would 
not ſave you from the .overflowing Deluge, nor the 
Streams of Fire. TO ll 2 a FO Loa 
H. After this Rate you damn all the World, 
M. Damn! What a Word is that? It ſignifies to ad- 
judge to eternal Torments, to do which belongeth only 
to the Righteous Judge. I would with all my Soul reſ- 
cue all Men from this Miſery, And with that View TI 
now ſpeak plainly and faithfully to you, and agreeably 
to the Word of Gov. hls; 


H. Who then can be ſaved ? Not you yourſelf, 
f Gd yon nevertint ooo nh, 
N. Friend, be ſerious. The Subject we are now upon 
is of the utmoſt Importance. I have ſinned as well as you; 
1 have greatly ſinned, and my Sins have deſerved eternal 
Pan:nation : But God hath been pleaſed to awaken me 
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to N he hath ſhewn me my Danger, and 
ſtirred me up 1% flee from the Wrath to come, He 
hath ſhewn Ka alſo the Way of eſcaping the Wages of 


Sin, opened in the 5/z/ed Copel The Tender of Sal- 
vation there made I truſt I have embraced, and obtain- 
ed Forgiveneſs through Faith in Jesvs CHRIST. 


H. I hope I have repented too: I am ſure, if 1 offend 
Gov, I am ſorry for it afterwards. And for Faith 


why, we are all Chri/i Hans, I hope, are we not? 


| M. If your Repentance is ſincere, and your Faith lively 
and ſaving, your State is ſafe and happy. But many 

Perſons deceive themſelves by a dead Faith and imperfett 

| Repentance. Are you willing to have the Sincerity of yours 


| tried ? 


H. I am; for the Trial can 30 1 me no ban. ; 1 1 
am ſafe, it is well: if I am not, I hope it is not too late | 


to amend. 


M. You ſay very right. Firſt, then, Jet us examine 
your Repentance, Now true Repentance implies a Senſe 


of Sin, its Odiouſneſs and Deformity, a Hatred of it, a 


Humiliation and Selfloathing on Account of it, an 
actual Forſaking of it, and a Turning to God by New- l 


neſs of Life. Is your Nepentanet ſuch as this? 
H. I hope it is. 


V The Wages of Sin is Death, 1 Death. 'Do | 


you think you deſerve this Death ? 


H. As much as other Men, for all are Sinners : but 


- Gen is merciful. 


. Do not now talk of other Men. Do you 4. B. 


think that you deſerve eternal Death? 
H. If Gop ſhould deal with me according to ſtrict 


Juſtice, I do: But, as I think Gop is merciful, fo 8 


hope I ſhall do well enough. 
M. I fear, your Notions of God's Mercy are ſuch 28 


5 prevent true Repentance. You ſeem to have entertained 
Hopes of Mercy, without being deeply ſenſible of 
your utter Miſery without it; to have applied the 


healing Balſam, before you were wounded. This is 
What the Almighty tiles Sealing the Wound of his Pe:ple 


_ fightly, Now you ſeem in this Manner to have de- 
ceived yourſelt, You never aw yourſelf in a State 


2 
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- ol Sin and Death; you never ſaw Sin odious ; you were 
never greatly afraid of periſhing, nor ſaw there was 
no Help or Strength in yourſelf; therefore you never 


Hed to Him that is a Refuge from the Storm, And, if 


you never fled thus to Chriſt, as helpleſs and undone | 
without him, it is plain that you are till without any 


ſaving Intereſt in him. 


See how it was with thoſe Converts mentioned in the 
Acts of the Apoſtles: Peter's Hearers were pricked in 
their Heart, and ſaid, Men and Rrethren, what ſpall we 
do? The Failr came trembling, through a Senſe of 
his miſerable Condition before he was baptized, and re- 
ceived Forgiveneſs of Sins. Paul was ftruck to the 


"Oro 


Hi. All theſe were Infidels. I was baptized in my In- 
fancy, and bred up to know good Things, and always 


believed. 


M. Gop does not deal with all exactly in the ſame. 


Way. But take heed you do not depend too muſt 
_upon theſe Privileges. You were early baptized ; but 
ſearch your Heart and Life. Have you not lived for 

along time together as withoutiGod in the World ? Inſtead 
of renouncing the World, and Fleſb and Devil, have you 


not followed and been led by them? Have you not been 
led by the World in judging of Things according to the 
Opinions of Men, in Oppoſition to the Word of Goo? 
Have you not in many Things conformed to its Cuf- 
_ toms, contrary to the Commands of Gop ? Have you 
not frequently obeyed your carna/ Lufts and Inclinations, 


ſo as to violate frequently the pure Law of Goo, if not 


by actual Offences, yet by indulging ev il Th ou ghts, 211 
living in leſſer Sins without Concern ? And has not the 


Devil been for a confiderable Time your Maſter, lead- 


ing you to offend Gop by profaning his holy Name and 


holy Day; and that for the ſake of ſuch a trifling Plea- 
ſute, as plainly argues his Aſcendancy over you? And 


have you not continued ſtill in theſe Things with little 


or no Concern, hoping notwithſtanding that all would 
be well? Nay, is not this ſtill in ſome meaſure your 


Caſe ?—I ſee you acknowledge it is. It is plain then 
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your being baptized i in your Infancy avai's you nothing, 5 
there is an abſolute 18 5 MPT unto Gop, 


and beginning all anew. 
H. How muſt I begin anew * , 


M. By acknowledging that by your + tat Inq 


Gon you have brought yourfelf to a State of Sin and 
_ Miſery ; alienated from Gov, inclined to Evil, and there- 
fore at Emnity with God in your Heart: that for theſe 
Things you Leen his Wrath, and ſtand on the Brink 
of Ruin, covered with Guilt. 


H. I am willing to forſake all Sin, turn to Gov, and | 


5 do better. Will that do? 


M. Theſe are good Reſolutions, but they do not 


2 ſeem to proceed from a right Principle. You would 
forſake Sin, and do better, I ſee, with Tome ſecret de- 


pendence upon your Amendment and Doings, that theſe . 


will #7 you for Acceptance, and gain you an Intereſt in 


Cnxisr: But this is a legal Spirit of Self-dependence, 


a going about to eftabliſh your own Righteouſneſs, When I 


fee you acknowledge yourſelf inf vile, and baſe, and 
yourſelf; when I ſee you ſenſible that 
of the leaſt Mercy, and unable of 


like Job, abborrin 


good Thing; when I ſee you renoun- 


dine your beſt Deeds as defiled by Sin, caſting yourſelf 
before Gop as % and helpleſs, having no Hope in 


_ yourſelf, but ſupported only by the Promiſe of Salva- 


tion made in Jesus CurrsT ; when this is not only the 
Language of the Tongue, but theſe Convictions are 
deeply impreſſed on the Heart—When this is your 


Cale, I ſhall think a Work of Grace is begun in yourSoul, 
H. Why, this is adviſing me to 4% air“ 

M. Indeed I would have you deſpair of all Help 
from yourſelf, or on account of any thing you have 


done, or can do; for 'till then you will not ſufficiently 


value Jesus nn lsr, not fly to him as your only Sa- 
viour, who came 79 preach Deliverance to thz Coe, and 
; to bind up the Broken-heart ed, 


H. I believe all this may be neceſſary for a mtorious 
Sinner, or an Heathen ; but J have lived in ſome Fear 


of Gop, kept conſtant to my N of Worſhip, and 
1 always believed. 


, 5 I \ FSW In TY 9 * "$4 k > "7 9 you all ts tt hid a . «7 
l i , . . J r : 7 TX : 
” * | N % 
: 1 , - * * * * = 
» * 
e L . ! * 
Ge G 1 
5 10 N J 
/ 1 a 
' 7 . 
» 
- - ( , 


_ NM. I doubt you never believed at all, properly ſpeak- 
ing: But of this I will talk more with, you another 
Time. At preſent, it is plain, your Repentance has not 


been real. You never ſaw and felt your Danger, con - 
ſequently could never be ſo deſirous of eſcaping it as is 


neceſſary. You always flattered yourſelf with ſome 
Hopes that your State was ſafe, or certainly, would be, 


When you lived a little better; which was at Bottom 
depending on yourſelf, And with reſpect to the other 


Branches of Repentance, ſuch as forſabing Sin.—lt is 


evident to yourſelf, you have lived without Concern in 


Tome leſſer habitual Sins; and, as for turning to Gop, 


you were never ſenſible, that in the Stream of your Aﬀec- 

tions, and the general Courſe of your Life, you were turned 
from him. Indeed (though you ſeem not to know it) 
the ruliny Principle in you, and every natural Man, is 

2 Principle of Sin and Corruption. Inſtead of ſeeking 

to pleaſe Gop, you have all along been ſeeking to 


_ Pleaſe yourſelf; to procure ſome Gratification to cor- 


rupted Nature, ſuch as ſenſual Delights, Riches, world- Y 


1y Eſteem, Eaſe, or the like. This hath been the act- 


ing Principle throughout your whole Conduct, inſtad of 
obeying that command, Do all to the Glory of GOD. 
Nay, if you ſearch narrowly you will find in your Heart 


an Enmity again GOD. For ſo ſaith the Apoſtle, Rom. 


viii. 7. The carnal Mind (and ſuch is every Man's by 


Nature) is Enmity againſt GOD. And this 2 ſhews 
itſelf in oppoſing Gop's Will, by doing what He hath 


Forbidden, and leaving undone what He hath com- 


. manded ; and alſo in flying from God as your Enemy, 
and endeavouring to hide yourſelf from him like Adam. 
Have you not paſſed Days and Weeks without one ſeri- 


ous Thought of Gop, though you were all that time 


receiving Mercies at his Hand ? Have you not baniſhed 
and ſuppreſſed ſuch Thoughts, when they have riſen in 
your Mind ? Have you not fled from ſerious Thoughts 
of Gop and Eternity, as Enemies to your Peace, and 
drowned them in worldly Cares, vain Converſation, and 
idle Amuſements ? Have you uot thus fled from Goo ? 
"FOUR JC MV" "1G os , 6 ag 
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"Hithetto (ſuffer the 1 to be plain with Youy you have 5 
gone wrong and have been inſenſible of your Danger, 
_ deceived yourſelf, and ſpoten Peace to your Soul, when / 
there was no Peace. Now conſider what you have heard 


from me, read your Bible, examine yourſelf, and pray 


unto Gop to give you a Senſe of your real wary, and a a 
Tight Wii. in 296 re " 


[OO TInnon_— 1 


DIALOGUE IL 


. 1 T Was in Hopes of ſceing you before now, Fa mer, 
that we might have an Opportunity of talking to- 


gether again on the ſame important Subject. 
H. Indeed, Sir, if I may make fo bold, I muſt fay 


| 1 did not like what you ſaid ſo well, as to deſire to hear 
any more of it. And I ſhould not have come to you 


now, had it not been for ſomething I heard! in your Ser- 
2 _ Nr 


7, Tlike your honeſt Plainneſs very well e | 
Bat "what was it I offended you in? 


H. I thought you bore too hard upon me, and I was 
ain you would make me melancholy. 


M. Do not you think that what I faid proceeded » 
from Love to your Soul? © 


Z. I reaily believe it did. 


M. Do you think I ſaid any Thing that was not true? | 
. 1 aid think ſo then. You ſeemed to judge tos 
hardly of me, and to put me on a Level with the worſt 


of Men. But I am now convinced that what ha laid 
was all true. 


V. What has produced this Change of your Sensen tek 


H. Your Yeſterday's Sermon about the Day of Judg- 


ment. I have been very uneaſy ever fince I heard it. 
For I am greatly afraid, that, if the Day of Judgment 
was now to come, it would find me unprepared. And 


then—the Lox p have Mercy upon my poor Soul! 


M. It would be too late then to cry and hope for 
Mercy. But what was it particularly that made yo 


form ſuch a * of 1 15 = 
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. You ſhewed us, 1 the whe. fifth Chapter of 
| St. Matthew, that Judg ment begins with a Separation 
of the Godly from the Widted ; and this Separation was 
owing to a Separation made in this Life, when the 
righteous were taken from among the Wicked by leav- 
ing the Works and the Society of the Ungodly. I 
was not ſenſible any ſuch Change had been wrought in 


me, and am therefore afraid I am till in the State = 


Sin, in which, you told us, all Men are by Nature, 
N. You have great Reaſon to be afraid, I told you 
that thoſe would be efteemed Righteous on that Day, 
who had fled to the Lord IEsus CAHRISTH for righteouſ- 
_ neſs to juſtify them, and had been made holy by the 
Spirit of Gop, creating in them a new Heart, and had 
_ evidenced this Change by an holy Converſation thro* 
the remaining Part of their Life, how many or great 
ſoever their Sins had been ; And that the Wicked were 
thoſe that had lived and died without Faith in CRHRISTT, 
and the Indwelling of Gop's Spirit, however orderly 
and decent their Conduct was. 
H. Ay, that was it that terrified me. You told us 


7 8 the moſt upright Man had committed Sins enow to 


condemn him, if he died without an Intereſt in CHRIST, 
and without being accepted as righteous through Him: 
But if this Mercy and Acceptance through Jesus 
Cusisr were obtained before Death, no Man's-Sins 
would be remembred againſt him on chat Day. And 
to prove this, you ſhewed us, that in the Proceed 
ing of the laſt Day, as related by St. Mathew, no 
Sins of the Righteous are mentioned by the Judge, nor 


Ag; good Deeds of the Wicked. 


M. The Wicked,fthat is, they that lived and died with- 
out an humbling Senſe of their natural Corruption and 
actual Sins, ſo as never by Faith to fly for Refuge to 
Gop's Mercy in Cur15T, have, properly ſpeaking, no 
good Works to be mentioned, for all they do is from a 
wrong Principle ; either for ſelfiſh and wordly Ends, or 
in order to be accepted onaccount of their Doings ; which 
is ſeeking Salvation Jy the Law of Works, On this Ac- 
. count * n are not ne. being not er n 5 
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Faith; that is, not proceeding from an Union with 


_ Cun1s'r by Faith 20i:hout:rohom wwe can do nothing accepta- 


bie in Gop's Sight, Job xv- 5. On the other hand. 
the Righteous being themſelves accepted through CurisT, 


their Sins are not mentioned, becauſe long before for- 


given and b/otted out: And their imperfe Services being 
accepted through Jesvs: their High Prieſt, who bear: 


whe Iniquity of their holy Things, receive at the Hands of 
the bountiful Fudge a Reward of Grace, So that That 
which principally diſtinguiſhes the Godly from the Ungod/y, 
is, that the one is accepted as righteous, and has ob- 
_ tained Forgiveneſs through Caxisr, according to the 


New or Goſpel Covenant; The other, never — 
deeply ſenſible of his ſinful loſt State (indeed too proud 


to acknowledge it) hath not applied for the Mercy re- 


preſented in the Goſpel, and ſo at the Day of judgment 


ſtands on his own Bottom, without a Mediator, and 
without Forgiveneſs, and therefore muſt be condemned. 


Hi. But then why are Works mentioned at all on that 


Day, as we find they are?! 


M. I gave you two Reaſons for this, Hint, Becauſe 
though they are not the Ground of any Man's Accept- 


| tance, yet they ſhew a Man to be in a juſtified State; 


for we cannot Sear the Fruit of Holineſs, unleſs we are 


in and abide in CurIsT. Jabs xv. 4. And they that 


do not act righteouſly deceive themſelves, if they think 


themſelves righteous: So that good Works ſerve to dif. 
_ _ finguiſh Believers and Unbelievers. Secondly, Becauſe the 


different Degrees of Fruitfulneſs make a Difference be- 


| tween the Godly themſelves, ſo that Gov is pleaſed 
graciouſly to confer upon them different Degrees of 
Glory, That any Man is at all ſaved is owing to his 


Faith in the Redeemer :. His Degree of Glory is propor- 


tioned to his Fruitful neſs and Diligence inthe Vineyard, 


H. I always thought that we Chrifions were all Bee 


_ kivers, one as much as another: And that at the Day 


of Judgment They would be reckoned God!y that lived 


eraderly and uprigbtiy, among whom TI reckoned myſelf 
and all that were better than I; and that the Profane 


and” Uygodly, and all that were /ecretly wicked and ill. 
deſigned, would be n HO Indeed I had always 


Ti 14 1 
fome Fears that I was not good enough ; 1 did not knoõwWẽ— 
how great a Number would be acknowledged righte- 
ous ; but I thought I ſtood a better Chance then many | 
or moſt that I knew-w. 
M. Vou did not learn mis from the Word of Goo | 
But what think you now) ; 
H. I fee that all depends upon my obtaining, whilſt 


on Earth, Mercy and Forgiveneſs of all that is paſt; 


and that not on account of any thing done by me, but 
thro' Faith in Jesvs CHRIST. But what that Faith is 
1 know not: This 1 nne that 1 have deen all my 


1 out of the Way. 


M. Indeed I think. you dauer and it is high Time 
| for: you to awake, and ſeek the Loxp in Earneſt, left 

Hie cut you off in the midſt of your Sins, appoint you 
pour Portion 2%ere is Hafuk, and Halus, and MO | 
of Teeth, 

H. Pray Sir, tell me * I muſt do to be lube 2 

M. What think you of your paſt Life? 

Hi. I ſee that I have been daily offending God by 3 
ing his commandments, and pleaſing myſelf, not him ; 
and that now 1 ſtand under the Guilt of Thouſands 1 ; 
| Sins, the leaſt of which were enough to condemn me. 

M. What think you of your good Deeds. „ 

H.] I have none to think about. I ſee dia in every 
thing I do, My Pride on account of my being not ſo 


bad as others, my Morldineſi, my Vanity, and trifling 
Spirit in Prayer aud hearing Sermons, were Mugs to — 


condemn me, if I had done nothing elſe. 
M. And what do you intend to.do? _. 6 
H. I will do better, I will ſtrive againſt Sin, 1 will 
pr 
L M. But all theſe Daties, you fay, have been hereto 
fore mixed with Sin; how then do you hope they will 
make you accepted now? Or could you; do thefe 
Things ever fo well, all is your neceſſary bounden IF 
Duty: The good Deeds you ſhall do, cannot make 
Amends for paſt Offences. On all theſe Accounts, by the 
4 Deedy of the Law fhall no Man living be juſtified. (i, | 
H. I ſee no Way If ever thers War a lol Soul, 4 I 
am he. What ſhall Ido? 
M. Believe in the Logo Is. . and thou 


ſhalt be ſaved, Acts xvi. 13. This is the Mort 9D, | 


1.781 

rat je believe on him: bom be bath ſeat, l vi. 29, 
And by bim all that believe are juſtified from all Things. 
Acts xiii. 39. Come, naked, finfu/, and helpleſs as ye 
are, to Gov through Curtsr for Mercy. He is able 
to ſave to the utterggoft all tbaſe that come unto Gon thro” 
him, ſeeing he hack died for them, and, ever liveth to 
make Interceſſtion for them, Heb. vii. 25. He can waſh 
you from the Guilt of all your Sins, delroy the Power 
and Dominion of Sin in you,  /anfify you throughly in 
Boay, Soul, and e and præſent you to the Father with- 
out Spot or Blemiſh... | 

H. I have ne manner r of Doubt of Curtsr's Power 
to ſave, for He is the Son of Gov. But I fear 1 am 
not a , Perſon to be ſaved, 5 

M. In order to determine that, look into your 

Bible. There this Tender of Salvation is made: 
Cusisr Jas vs came into the World, to ſave Sinners, i Tim. 
i. 15, Now what think you? Are you of the Number 
He came to ſave, or not? 

HF. But He will not, He does not ſave all 1 
M. That 4s becauſe they cid not come to bim, to be 
 faved. Of this He complains, John, v. 40. Ze will 
not come to me, that ye may have Lift. : 

HI. But is it not {aid rePRat and believe the Goſpel, 
which I fear I do not. 

M. If you zre Weary with the Burden of Sin, loath 

1 and earneſtly deſire to be ſaved from the Guilt and 
Pollution of it, true Repentance is begun in you. And 

if for this Purpoſe you apply unto CuR1sT, as held 
forth to poor ſenſible Sinners in the Golpel, this is 
the Faith that ſaveth. 

H. It is ſaid, Many ſpall ſceł to enter in, and ſhall nt 

be able: and, Not every. one that faith unto me, Lox g! 
Lord ! al enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, Thig 
makes me fear, and keep at a Diſtance.  _ 
M. Whither then do you intend to go? 

II. I know no Place; for there is no oth er Name 

under Heaven whereby one may be ſaved. 

M. Then fly to CHRIST to eſcape the Wages of 
| Sia, the Curſe of the Law, and the Wrath of God: 

Fly to him for Pardon. and Peace, Grace and Glory. 
And, if /zcking to enter into the Kingdom is not enough, 
drive... If ny. that lay, Lenp! Loa! fail, let this 
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be the Language of A Heart and Life, 25 well as of 


the Tongue. Not that, after all, any Diligence and 


Strength of yours is the Thing that will gain Acceptance. 


But when Faith is ru,, live, and, /aving it will be at- 


by tended with theſe and the like Words. | 


H. This is what" T Tents that oy Faith is not true 
Faith,” 

M. If yes Faith is true Faith, you will hows Couks 
Gene in nothing in yourſelf, no Works or Strength of 


your own ; but you will rely ſolely on God's Promiſe 
of Mercy made in CAMRIST. AJ true Faith will alſo in 
| Tome Degree be /ively, ſhewing itſelf in a Zeal for Gop 
and Godlineſe, and a ſteady Warfare againſt Sin. And 


this will be alſo /aving : You will be thereby ſaved not 


only from guilt, but from the Power of Sin, and the Do- 
minion of your Luſts; and this will give you a good Hope 
and Expectation, and by Degrees a firm Perſuaſion, of be- 
ing ſa ved from Wrath in the great Day of the Lox b sus. 


HF. 1 cannot find I have this Faith: therefore dare 
hor believe that Gop will forgive and receive me. 
. Then come unto CurrsT, embrace and depend 


on Goy's Promiſes in him, that your Faith may grow 
up to this. For this Faith itfelf is of che Operation of the 
Jirit of Gop, and therefore to be ſought of him By 
Prayer through the Mediation of JESUS CHa IST. | 


H. 1 dare not thus embrace the Promiſes, come to 


and depend on Cusisr, for 1 am utterly Ry of 
the leaſt Mercy. 


M. When do you think 70 n make yourſelf 


"0 g CAT Tt 2 | | 
M. Then come to him jaſt as you are, to be made | 


 werthy. 


H. May I dare thus to come to Cunrsr, and depend 
upon him for Salvation? 
NM. Do not depend upon my Word, but hear the 


Word of Gop. He invites you to come: Hy every 
ene that thirſtith, come ye to the Waters, Iſa. Iv. 1. He 
commands you to come: This is bis Commandment, that 

toe ſheuld believe on the Name of his Son Ixsus Cusisr. 15 


He promiſes to receive thoſe that come: lm that com- 


; e unto me II: in ng wiſe J. John vi. 375 He : 


44 


TI 1 168 * „ 
threatens if you do not come : He that Hen. rer 
ſhall, be damed, Mark xvi, 16. 

M. But to whom are theſe Words addreſfe!! * 
H. Jo you, to me, and to every one that hears them. 


7 Preach. the, Goſpel to every. Creature, Mark xvi. 18. 


They are addreſſed to thoſe in articular, that ſee their 
Want of Salvation, becauſe the 


laden, and I will give you Ref... Matt. xi, 28. 
Hi. Theſe Arguments from Scripture flop my Mouth, 
But ſtill I cannot believe CHRIS T will receive ſuch. 4 
Sinner as I a 


M. This is A L aid before: Faith i is not t of Man 5 


but the Gift of Gop, wrought by the SP1R1T in them 
that hear the Goſpel. Therefore ſeek this and every 
other Grace of Gop by Prayer, i in the Name of Jzsvs, 


And, to encourage you in this, conſider that Gop gave 


nails for this very Purpoſe, o ſave Sinners: For this 
He came into the World; for this He laboured, wept, 
and bled ;, for this He reigns and intercedes in Hea-. 
ven. He is ſo far from being unwilling to ſave, that 
He is offended with them, when they will not come to 


bim to be ſaved. When he was upon. Earth, He wept 


over Feruſalem on this Account. 
H. I know not what to ſay. 
A What do you intend to do ? 


B14: Am greatly afraid I ſhall never be faved. 2 | 
1 know there is no other Way but Gop's free Mercy in 
CHR1sT. Therefore will 1 ſeek it as leng as I live; 
and if I periſh, it ſhall he at the Foot of Curr” 8 


Croſs, calling for Mercy. 

ry Continue this Reſolution, and all the precious 

Promiſes in the Goſpel are your own. But take heed 

that, you do not ſuffer theſe Inpreſſious to wear away, 
and- fo ſettle in a falſe Peace, Do not ſeek Reſt any- 


where but in CHRIST. Beware, leſt worldly Cares 4 


Pleaſures divert your Attention from the Things of Gon 
and left Sin grieve the Hour SPIRIT. Remember it 


is ſaid, If any Man draw back, * Soul 4 1 have no Pleas 


fare in him. 


oF; 
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alone will receive 
them. Come, unte me, all: ye that labour, and are beavy 53 
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M. OIR. I hope you will not be offended at the Trou- 


l 
ble I. give you: But I want your Advice very - 

H. You' need make no Compliments, - Farmer, 1 
mould he glad, if all the People that attend on my 
Miniftryy would give me the fame Trouble you do. 
BUr waat'y De — p 19, 475 57 
NM. I have been for ſome Time ſo as I was never in 
my Life before: 1 have been afraid I ſhovId be damned. 
Ibis hath filled me with Thoughts and Fears Day and 


Night. You had no Need to caution me againlt the | 


Danger of worldly Cares and, Pleaſures: For, wherever 
I was, or whatever IL have been doing, my Sins ard 


Hell have been ſtill before my Eyes. 
H. What have you thought of your Sins? In what 


Light have they appeared to ou? 


M. Sins commited many Years ago have now riſen 
in my Mind, and condemned me. Ihe Remembrance 
of the Sins of my Youth has followed me, as if com- 
mitted but Yeſterday. ' And ſome hard Scriptures, that 
J have heard and read, ſeem to be Sentences of my 
Condemnation. I believe I have thought an hundred 
Times of theſe Words : The Wages of Sin is Death, 
H. Have you been looking into your Heart, and ſeen 
and lamented the Corruption there? 
Hi. I did not uſe to underſtand what you meant by 
 huking into the Heart; but I think I do now. I find in 
myſelf a ſtrong Inclination to many Sins, notwithſtand - 
ing that I am convinced in my Mind that I deſerve Gop's 
Wrath on account of complying with theſe Inclinations 
| heretofore, Indeed it is much better with me now 
than it was. Formerly I have been led by my own 
wicked Heart to delight in idle Company; to talk of 
myſelf in an empty vain Manner; to be greedy after the 
World; to paſs ſlightly over, or entirely neglect Prayer 
and other Duties, as a tedious Burden; and to be guilty of 
_ . other Sins, At preſent, I bleſs God, it is not ſo; but 
all my Thoughts are in a manner, taken up about the 
Care of my Soul, and World to come. Ig 
NM, I fear, you. do not know your Heart as well as 
| you imagine. You ſeem to think that 4% Things are 
already become new in you. But be not deceived : Such 
Cage of unclean Birds, as the Heart of every Man is 


3 _ 
by Nature, is not fo ſoon cleanſed from its various Luſts 
and vile Affectious. Theſe, that ſeem to be rooted out, 

are only aſleep for a Seaſon ; Be watchful therefore ; 
they will one Day awake again. Some of them proba- 
bly are only exchanged for others as bad and dangerous, 
ſuch as Pride, Pre/umption, and the like. 
H. Really, Sir, I have had ſome Fear of that. For 
you muſt know, that one Day I was thinking what a 
ſinful Wretch!I was, and what would become of me in the 
next World; when theſe Words came ſtrongly into my 
M ind I wil heal their Backſiiding, 1 will love them freely. 
am ſure they are ſomewhere in the Bible, but I can- 
not find them. However, they gave me much Com- 
fort, and J have been very eaſy ever ſince. Now a Neigh- 
bour, that I have been talking with, tells me,“ This 3 
is to be looked on as a Word from God,” and that I 
am henceforth to look on myſelf as a converted Man. 
But I fear this would be Preſumption. Now what do 
you think of this ? „ br e rob 
NM. I muſt deſire ſome Time to reſolves this Queſ- 
tion; ſeven Years, at leaſt, before I can give a poſitive 
Anſwer to it. CO SOR Tn pt FOy WW WO TED abs 
The Words you mentioned are in the Prophet H:/ea, 
XIV. 4. They were perhaps ſpoken more immediately _ 
of the Reſtoration of the captive Fews ; But they con- 
_ tain a ſweet Promiſe perfectly in the Goſpel Strain, and 
are therefore free for every humble Soul to embrace 
by Faith. The Prophet you ſee at Verſe 1, 2, 3, 
exhorts the People to Repentance and Humiliation for 
Sin: O Heal, return uns the Lord thy Gop ; for thou 
baſt fallen by Iniquity. Take with you Words, and turn to 
the LORD. Say unto bim, Take away all Iniguity, and re- 
ceive us gracicuſſy.— For in thee the Fatberle/s findeth 
Mercy. Now, as Gop hath given you a Senſe of your 
ſinful helpleſs State, and a Defire of turning to him, 
like this which the prophet here deſeribes as preparatory 
10 an Anſwer of Peace, I hope the following Promiſe 
belongs to you: Iwill heal their Backfliding, I will love 
them freely; fer mine Anger is turned away from tim, 
Verſe 4. I hope too, that Comfort, which you found 
in applying the Promiſe to yourſelf by a particular 
Faith, proceeded from the Spirit of God: In the ſame 
 Manner'as I look on that Conviction of Sin, which 
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filled you with "ev and Self. abaſement, 1 you 
called to Mind your Sinfulneſs and Gop's Judgment 
denounced againſt Sinners to be the Work of the ſame 
Spirit. For it is He that convinceth the World of Sin and 
a Righteouſneſs. But this 1 muſt tell you: All theſe 
Feelings are to be ſuſpected, till we ſee what Fruit 
follows in the Hearts and Life. For, though theſe 
are ſometimes owing to the Spirit of Gop, and come. 
well recommended, when, as in your Cale, they are 
ſo cloſely connected with the Word of Gor« yet be 
Enemy of Souls ſometimes imitates theſe ſenſible Experi- 
ences' in order to deceive. And. it is impoſlible, to ſay 
| how much our natural Temper and N may contri- 
bute thereto. . 
4 4 H. Pray, Sir, ell me plainly, what you think of my 5 
tate. | 
M. Satan, I tell you, ſometimes puts on the Appear - 
are f an Angel of Light in order todeceive. Thoſe ſen- 
ſible Experiences ſometimes vouchſafed by the Spirit of 
Gop, and Impreſſions made on Men's Minds, of which 
Sort are what the Scriptures term Peace in believing, and 
Fey in the Holy Ghoſt, —theſe the Enemy ſometimes imi- 
tates, and thereby deludes Hypocrites into ſpiritual 
Pride, and even the Godly ſometimes, ſo as to pf 
them , and make them ſecure and careleſs. But 
there are two Tokens of Grace, which the Devil 
will not, cannot effect; Theſe are an holy Heart 
ſteadily hating Sin; and an hol Life, having reſpect 
to all Gop's Commandments. - 1 5 theſe, and evi- 
dence the one by the other; and continue for ſome 
conſiderable Time thus to adorn your Profeſſion.— 
Then I ſhall not have the leaſt Doubt dut you are in a 
State of Grace. 
H. As far as I know my own Heart, I. would not 
_ willingly offend Gop for the whole World. I love 
thoſe that ſeem to be his Servants, and would go upon 
my Hands and Knees, to do them Good, or to make 
others like them. I love to hear his Word, to pray, 
and talk of good Things; and, I think, L could die 
with Pleaſnre, if it was his Will. 
NM. Very well. | Theſe are good Signs, But this is 
En the Fervour of your firſt Love. It — 75 not always be 
10 i with you. , 80 was it with the 1 after . a 
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„ 
fing the Red Sea, the Galatiaus, and the Church of 
Epheſus. But each of theſe grew colder afterwards : 
And the Prophet Jeremiab ii. 2. St. Paul, Gal. iv. 15. | 
and our Lo RD, Rev. ii. 4. reprove them for it. 
H. Sir, I believe you know my Danger better than 
I do myſelf. Pray direct me what I ſhall do. 

M. Strive to make your Calling and Election ſure and 
evident both to yourſelf- and others, by bringing forth 
the Fruits of Righteouſueſs in a good Converſation: 
My firſt advice is, Be humble, and walk humbly with 
_ thy God. Let the Remembrance of your paſt Life of 
Sin and Folly ſtill cover you with Shame. Recolle&t 
the many aggravating Circumſtances of a Life hitherto 
ſpent in Rebellion againſt Gov; during all which he 
daily heaped Mercies upon you and yours; giving 
Food and Raiment, Health and Strength; and con- 
tiuned theſe Mercies to you, while you forgot the Hane 
that gave them, and returned Evil for Good. He /pared 13 
you in all your Provocations; and at laſt opened your 
Eyes to ſee your Danger, ſtirred you up to avoid it, and 
now permit age youa good Hope thro' Grace of obtaining 
_____ eternalLife. Thus compare together what Gop hath done to 
and you deferved, and thus learn Hamility. Keep a A 
_ watchful Eye alfo upon the Remains of indwelling Sin +5 
ſtill in yov. And let evefy ſinful” Inclination, vain 
Thought, Backwardneſs to Duty, and Failure in it, 
teach you to be humble and fear. Thus, diftrofting 
_ yourſelf look up to Gop for continual Support, like 
an helplefs little Child; expecting, through the Me- 
diation of IEsus EnRIisr, to be aſſiſted in every Time ef 
Need. My next Advice is Keep 4 Conſcience voidof Offence. 
If you have wronged any Man be not aſhamed to 
acknowledge it; and according to your Power make 
Reſtitution; that the accurſed Thing may not cleave unto 
you. Take heed that grieve zot the Spirit of Gov by un- 
holy Walking, leſt you provoke bim to fer/ake you. Tothis 
End, watch over your Heart, repreſs its firſt Inclina- 
tions to Sin, and be watceful againt Temptations from 
without; fixing your Eye eſpecially on the Sin with 
which you have heretofore been mY eaftly beſet. If at 
any Time Sin prevail againſt you, do not endeavour to for- 
get it, or Side it in your Boſam: But go to Goo immediate- 
ly; take Shame to yourſelf; plead the Goſpel Promiſes 
to returning Sinners looking unto Jesvs CHRIST. as your | 
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AI. ſufficient Sacrifice, and Advocate with the Father ; and 
never ceaſe wreſtling with Gop in Prayer, until he 
again ſpeak Peace to your troubled Soul, and fill you 


with a greater Fear of offending him. As I hope you 


are now planted. in Gov's. Vineyard, Be fruitfal, Bear 
on your Heart a Senſe of. God's Love to Sinners in 
Jesus, Cunisr. Conſider in particular what Gop hath 
done for you, in calling you ont of Darkneſ5 into his mars 
wellous Light, Remember how you lay. faſt aſleep in 
Sin and fatal Security, when Gop awaked-you-to ſee 
. Danger and eſcape it. Think what would have 
been your Condition in Eternity, if Gop had left you 
to yourſelf, Think how many ſtill go on in the ſame 
fatal Path in which you; trod. And let the Senſe of 
God's diſtinguiſhing Love to you excite you to ſome 
Return. Love him, becauſe. be firſt loved you. And let 
Love to your heavenly Father influence your Thoughts, ; 
and Words, and actions. 

Let your Meditations of 6 be ſweet and Frequent. 
Lift up your Heart to Him that ſeeth in ſecret, and tricth 
e Hearts and reins. Seek a cloſe Communion with 

the Father of your. Spirit: And to this End endeavour to 
withdraw your Thoughts from worldly Things, and to 


to raiſe your Affections from Earth to Heaven, to thiuls © 


Things which are not ſeen but by the Eyes of Faith; 
That thus you may wall my Faith, guided by it as 
| the Eye of the Soul, and raiſed by it to Heavenly minded- 
Vs; ſo as to love and delight in Gov. 1 
Inſtead of your former vain Cons erſotian, benceforih 
let your Tongue be employed to Gop's Glory; 
ſpeaking Good of his Name ; in prayer and Praiſ * — 
great Benefactor; in telling others wha? He bath dane for 
Jour Soul; in warning Sinners of their Danger, and encou- 
raging them that fear God to be bold aud hearty in his 
Service. And let your Conduct in Life be ſuch as becometh 
the Goſpel. You are called to igt the good Fight of Faith, 
ſee that you faint not, neither be weary in Well- i 
Shew that you are alive unto God 6y /iving unto Gon, 
by devoting yourſelf to his Service, and by Diligence 
therein. Do ſomething for him that hath done ſo much 
for you. Be loving unto all Men, for they are the 


Work of Gop's Hands: Do Good unto all Men ac- 
cCording to your Ability. Your Time and Strength 


and every other Talent, are given yon to be Approvedes 
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tay them out in Acts of Charity and Love. 1 75 yout 
Heart be enlarged to all Men, not excepting your 


Enemies: Let theſe have your Prayes and F orgiveneſs, 
and be ready to overcome Evil by Good. 


ges alſo that you Thew the Power of Godlinefi i in the 


conſcientious Diſcharge of Relative Dutiei, Be kindly 
affectionate and tender- hearted to all about you. To 
thoſe of your Family ſhew yourſelf an Example of Gen- 

tleneſs, Love and Forbearance. Expreſs your Regard 


for their Souls as well as for their Bodies, by a devour. 
_ ſerious Courſe of Family-Worſhip. Let thoſe of yout 


Houſhold and Acquaintance ſee that you have a new 


Heart by your leading a new Life, ſtudying in all 
Things to be conformed to the Will and Word of Gov. 


Be ſtrict and conſcientious in all Dealings. Render ts 


all their Dues, Tribute to whim Tribute, and Cuſtom ts 
te bm Cuſtom is due, as well as every other lawful Debt: 


not defrauding either the King or your F ellow-Subjedes, 


nor any way encouraging thoſe that do. 
Shew a particular Regard for them that are of the 
Houfhold of Faith, all the fincerely Godly, for Chriſt's 
Sake. For as all Men were originally created aſter 
God's Image, in them is this Image in ſome Meaſure 


reſtored. Theſe therefore in a peculiar Manner belong 
to Chriſt, being waſhed from their Sins in his Blood, 
; and ſanctified by his Spirit. And to animate you to 8 
| greater Diligence i in this Work and Labour of Love, view 
often with the Eyes of Faith the glorious Reward ſet 


before you, the eternal Weight of Glory to beſtowed 


on that Day when Cuxtsr ſhall reward Acts of Mercy 


and Love, done in his Name, as if done to Himſelf. 
Quickened by this Principle and encouraged by this 
Profpeat, ſtrive 'to grow in Knowledge, and Purity, 
and Faith, and Love, and godly Fear; in Meek 
neſs, and every Chriſtian Grace, Study to pro- 


mote God's Glory, the Welfare of all Men, and ſuch. 
a Diſpoſition in your own Soul, as may render you 


greet tobe a Partaker of the Inberitanct of the Saints in 
Light. And, i order to promote this Work of Sancti - 
fication in you, wait for Govp's Bleſſing and Grace 


in a conſcientious Uſe of the Ordinarces, in Pray 


er, public, and private, hearing and reading Gop's 
Word, and in every known Duty. Thus may. yon 
hope to be a fruitful Vine, and 1 in your Soul 
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thoſe Bleſſings, which the Prophet immediatly adds to 
that Promiſe of free Mercy, in which you have found 
o much Conſolation. ' Haſea xiv, 5, 6, 7, I mill be 
a4 the Dew unto Jſrael: He ſhall grow is the Lily,, and caft 
Forth bis, Reots as Lebanon ; growing upwards by Faith 
and Love, and downwards by Humility, His Bran- 
cher ſhall ſpread; and his Beauty ſball be as the Olite- Tree, 


and his Smell as Lebamn. | They that duell under bis 


Shadow ſpall return from all their Wanderings. They 


feall revive as the Corn, and grow as the Vine. I be Scent 
{or Bloſſom) hereof ſball be as the Fire of Lebanon, 85 


beautiful, fruitful, and pleaſart in God's Sight. 


H. Sir, 1 thank you. I ſee a great Work before 
me: but, by Gop's Help, I hope I ſhall be able to 


hold out to the End. 


M. You muſt expect many Difficulties and much 


Oppofition. The Way to Beaven is the Way of the 


Croſs, and through much Tribulation, The World and 


Flesh and Devil are ſtrong Enemies, and they are cloſely 
leagued together. Your own corrupt. Nature will be 
always near to tempt, diſcourage, and draw you back; 


for this will till be your burden, your greateſt - 
Plague will be that af your own Heart. And, as ſoon 


. as you appear to be going out of the broad Way, in 


which the Generality walk to Deſtruction, you muſt 

expect the Worla will be upon you. Not only the 
Careleſs and Profane will ſneer and ridicule ou, 
but the more decent Formalifis alſo will be highly 
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